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How to Make a Paper Boat 
 
Materials: 81/2-in. x 11-in. piece of paper and a pencil or pen. Other sizes in similar  
proportions (such as 91/2-in. x 12-in., or 151/2-in. x 20-in.) also will work. For best 
results don’t use newsprint, which will absorb water quickly.

Procedure 
1.	 Lay the paper 

in front of you 
vertically on 
the table. 

 
2.	 Fold the sheet 

of paper in 
half, bringing 
the top half 
over the  
bottom. 

 
3.	 Now, fold the 

paper in half 
from left to 
right. Make a 
crease. Open 
the paper back 
up so that it 
looks like it did 
in Step 2. 

 
4.	 With a pencil 

or pen, make 
a small dot at 
the top center 
of the paper. 

5.	 Fold each of the top corners  
diagonally to the center crease. 

6.	 Fold the bottom edges up on  
either side. 

7.	 Slip your fingers inside the  
bottom and gently open—but not 
too far. Right now, you have a 
paper hat! 
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8.	 Turn the “hat” 
so that you are  
looking at it 
from the front, 
or “on edge.” Slip your fingers inside 
the bottom and continue to gently 
open the “hat” until it becomes a flat 
square. Neatly straighten any pieces 
that bulge out. Turn the square so 
that it looks like the picture below. 

9.	 Fold the bottom edges up on either 
side to make a small triangle. 

 
10.	Turn the  

triangle so  
that you are 
looking at it from 
the front, or “on edge.” Slip your 
fingers inside the bottom and gently 
open until it becomes a flat square. 
Turn the flat square so that it looks 
like the picture below. 

 
11.	Hold the square 

by the top two 
edges. You 
should be able  
to see the dot you made on the top 
center point. 

 
12.	Gently pull the top  

two edges all the 
way out to each side. 
Flatten the paper.  
Slip your fingers inside 
the bottom and open  
it just a bit. 

 
	 Now you have a 

boat, with a sail 
in the middle!

You may wish to color or decorate your boat, or add a toothpick flag. If you wish to 
make a smaller, sturdier boat, repeat steps 9 and 10 before going on to steps 11 
and 12.


